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Foreword

1 consider it am miestimable boon. blessing and an
act of tiemendous spirttual ment that I have been called
upoh to witte tlus foreword to thus wondetful wotk on
Jamna philosophy which has been composed by His
Holiness Sri 1008 Sri Acharya Tulasttamji swami the pie-
sent Patriarch of the Jain Swentambai Teiapanth Commu-
mity It will be 1nexcusably presumptuous on my pait
to speak of the encyclopaedic learning of His Holiness
and I am not competent to dischaige this oneious res-
ponsibiitty. I consider it a proud privilege that Provi-
dence vouchsafed me an oppottun.ty to offer my ho-
mage to the samnt in person twice in my lite. During
my second wvisit at Dellu where the Guru Mahaiay;
was engaged tn pieaching the seciefs of Jana religion
I was petmitted to read the dJainasiddhantadipika
with Swami Nathmalp, an erudite scholar and dunect
disciple of the saint [ was suiprised to see that the
whole gamut of Jaina thought mcluding metaphysics,
cosmogiaphy religion and ethics was so succr
nctly and yet so lucidly expounded in this work as
was never essayed by any other scholar before, With
the progiessive growth of interest in Indian piuloso-
phical thought and teligionin the umveisities of India
students of philosophy are eageily looking nwaid
to the publication of new books and expositicns of our
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ancient thought, The revival of iterest in Buddhism,
though now extinct as a social factor 1 the piesent
day Iadia, is due to this 1enatssance But Jamism, though
happily a living teligion still tn India, did not 1ecetve the
aftention that_tt1s enfifled to

Fortunately the Jaina commumty has been awaken-
ed to the necessity and utility of the piopagation of the
ancient tieaswies of thought which ate embodied tn
the Agamas and the systematic works and classics
written by masters of Jaina thought The outcome of
this awakening has been the publication of a laige
mumber of woitks The ancient Agamas ate wittten m
the old Ardhamagadhi Piaknt which 1s as dead as
dodo The. Sanskist commentaties and translations
howevet make them mtelhigible to the spectalists But
the works are of such an encyclopaedic chaiacter and
‘the philosoplhical thoughts embedded in them aie so
submeiged in the anay of lustorical and legendaiy
matter that it 1s difficult fora modein student of the
univeisity to form an intelligent estimate of them Tlus
problem was tealised in the past by the philosophers
of the Jaina school and they wrote classical text-books
for the benefit of the students of puie philosophy.
But the style and the methodology which wele adop-
ted by these wiiters weie adapted to the needs of the
age 1 which they flourished. They were mntended fo1
students who could devote undivided and unsweiving
attention to the subject Piactically speaking, these
woiks aie found to be extiemely difficult, diffuse and
unwieldy by scholais at the piesent day It 1s now
mmperative that studenis of out modein umveisities
should have fust-hand knowledge of Jama thought with-
out which the knowledge of Indian thought would
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remain impeifect, inadequate and vague. The old
superstition that Jainism formed a part of Buddhist religi-
on and thought has been fotunately exploded, thanks to
the works of scholars, Emopean and Indian in the past,
But it must be confessed that even distinguished
scholars versed in Buddhism and Brahmanical culture
sometimes betray a lamentable ignorance and con-
fusion of thought and are guilty of misrepresentation
of the fundamentals of Jamna philosophy and religion.
Even students who study Indian philosophy in the
ongmal texts as part of their umversity curriculum are
seldom found to gather the courage and enthusiasm
necessaty for tackling the philosophical classies of
Jamism, The reason 1s the paucity of reliable text-books
of manageable size and length,

When | was granted the privilege by His
Holiness to read the Jainasiddhantadipika in
manuscript with Swami Nathmalji, [ was simply trans-
ported with joy fo find that this was the book which
would remove the painful desideratum. I found that
many of my obscurities and puzzles were so lucidly clear-
ed up m this work. Even years of devoted study of
the Jaina classics would not succeed in making some
of the fundamental problems peifectly intelligible to a
modern mind, particularly if he has not guidance of the
teacher at every step. But the study of this work as
a prelimmary text-book would give the student a pei-
fectly clear conception and thorough compiehension
of the basic problems Imade an humble request that
the book should be published without loss of time
so that it could be made a text-book in the univer-
sities of India, I can assure the authornties concerned
that the study of this single book will enable a student
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of philosophy to acquire with compatative ease and
comfort the knowledge of the fundamentals of Jaina tho-
ught and tins knowledge will be peifectly dependable and
uneuing ’

The categottes of Jamma philosophy, both physi-
cal and spiritual, have 1eceived a thoiougl tieatment
m the first and second chapters with all the re-
levant problems. The thitd chapter 1s a continuation
of the same with due elaboration. The fourth chapier
deals with the problem of Karman and its 1elation
to and influence upon the mdividual Jivas, The
Jana theory of Karman s extiemely difficult to under-

' stand because of its singulaily ouiginal character which
‘has very Ihttle in common withthe relevant theoiies
of the other Indian schools of thought, both m 1es-
pect of the fundamental character of KARMAN and
the technique of its operation, and influence upon the
soul, I, for my part, am extremely indebted to this book
for the clarification of my understanding and the re-
moval of confusion which I could not oveicome by
my unaided study. The fifth chapter 1s extremely
important. To my mind it is unparalleled for the flood
of light 1t casts upon the problem of salvation which
consists in emancipation from the bondage of kaimic veils,
It incidentally deals with the stages of spinitual pro-
gress, called gunasthanas, which again have received a
- thorough treatment in the eighth chapter. The whole
code of Jaina etlucs receives a thorough treatment
within anincredibly small compass, The sixth and
seventlt chapters which deal with the Mahavratas
arg remarkable for the exposttion of the ethico-1eligious
problem of acts of merit and demerit which is posse-
ssed of tremendous significance i & fo1 the modernsoci-
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al teformer and philanthropically inclined peisons. The
eighth chapter deals with gunasthanas, a problem
which baffles even the most discegning and devoted stu-
dent. A thorough knowledge of this topic alone would re-
quire the study of voluminous origmal texts dealing
with the Jaira theoty of KARMAN. But the pioblem
1s so very complicated and the tieatment of it in these
wotks is so very elaboiate, diffuse and fai-flung that
there 15 every likelihood of the student missing the
forest 11 the tiees. 1, for my part, as an ndifferent
student of Jaina thought, confess that 1 could not
expect such a lucid and easily assimi)able exposition
of this tangled problem by means of a few aphori-
sms and a short gloss. The ninth chapter deals_with
PRAMANAS, NAYAS and NIKSEPAS which ate pecu-
latly characteristic of Jaina pliulosophical attitude, The
problem of clear unmuddled thought is now
recetving attention in Europe and it 1s being stress-
ed how impottant is the role of language n this mattes.
The logical assessment of the value of different angles
of vision, mental attitudes and appioaches influenced
by emotional colourings inheuted fiom the social
environment and communal breeding 1s a pioblem of
petennial inteiest, Itis a matter of extieme giatification
and solace that this pioblem has been trested with a
thoroughness which is characteristic of Jaina thought.
It may be claimed with every justification that it is
an entirely ongmal contitbution of Jaina logicians, It
1s a pity that this side of the pioblem of logical
thinking has not been so thoioughly studied in any
othar school.
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One word about the Hindi translation. Itis an
expository 1endering and casts light upon poinis which
an ummnitiated student will find haid to comprehead.
The diction of the 1endering 1s such as can be intelligible
by any scholar of Sanskrit with a nodding acquaintance
with Hindi. Itis desnable that this illunnating wotk
should have an English 1endeiing and exposition so that
it can have wide circulation 1n Ewiope and America
I have made good progiess in this enterprise with the
calloboration of Dr, Nathmal Tantiya M. A, D. Litt,
whose scholarship n the field of Jainalogy, Paiticulaily
Philosophy, religion and logic, is consummate and
absolutely dependable.

Dr. Satkari Mookerjee, y. 5 .py

Asutosh Professor and Head of the

Department of Sanskrit.
CALCUTTA UNIVERSITY.
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